
 

 

W W W . N W A H O G . C O M 

C H A P T E R  S P O N S O R 

WHAT A JULY !! 

           Wow were did July go ? We had so much going on, I 

hope everyone had a chance participate in one of the 

great Rides our road captains planned for us.  

           I know that everyone has had a special trip or ride 

that they will never forget. Lets share that trip with all our 

members by sending in a few pics and a paragraph or two 

or even a few pages if you like to our new editor John 

Gunkle . Just go to the chapter web site, go to officer and click 

on Editor. I know the rest of the members and I would love to 

read about the great time you had. 

          I would like to share a story about my HD. Back in 2003 it 

was just Donna and I at home. The kids were gone and we had no thoughts of grand kids yet. 

We had a case of Empty Nest Syndrome .  

           I needed to go to Tulsa, Okla. one morning and pick up some things for the shop and 

as I was getting into Tulsa there was a big sign that said Route 66 HD get the t shirt. So after 

taking care of my business I drove to Route 66 and had a look. I went inside and at the door a 

salesman came up to me and said are you looking for a new bike! I stood there for a minute 

and said YES I AM!  J  I always knew what I wanted so I told him what it was . A Black 100th 

Anniversary Heritage Classic . His answer was I have one coming in just like you want. So I put 

the money down and came home. At dinner that night I was just as nervous to pop the 

question this time as I was the first time. So I just said I bought a new Harley today and never 

looked up. Donna just said I thought we were going to wait a couple of years, after we paid 

the house off. But everything turned out OK. I just thought I bought a bike. Boy was I wrong! 

That was the biggest life change of my life after Donna and my kids. We began to ride all of 

these great roads in Oklahoma and Arkansas . They were right in our back door and never 

knew it. Donna and I have made hundreds of new friends and has brought us closer together 

along the way. Donna is not only my wife but best friend and riding buddy! It has been 7 year 

since I bought my bike and over 77000 miles later I am just excited to day for the next big 

adventure to begin. 

       So next month lets here your story and how it changed your live! 

  

Ride Safe and Often !! 

Vernon Reese   

From the Directorõs Deské  
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Hello Chapter 2075! 

I suddenly find myself on the other side of the newsletter. Not just reading it, 

but now, as the new editor, I will be responsible for getting it out to the 

membership once a month. I consider this and honor and look forward to 

doing this for the chapter. I appreciate you patience as I learn what I got 

myself into.  

 

I could not mention this newsletter without mentioning the great work Tim 

Goudy, the previous Editor and present webmaster, has done with this 

newsletter and the NWA HOG web site over the years.  People usually donõt 

realize how hard it is to get a monthly newsletter out, update the web site,  work a regular job, and deal with the 

everyday events of life.  I canõt imagine how Tim did it, especially with all the other things he does for the chapter 

beyond  being the editor and webmaster.  I for one appreciate all Tim has done and continues to do for this 

chapter. Thanks Tim. 

 

A little about myself. I have been riding for over 30 years. Started with dirt and mini-bikes,, but my first street bike 

was a Honda CM250 Custom.  I then graduated to Honda Magnas for over two decades, before getting my first 

Harley in November of 2008. I must admit, I was not  only looking at Harley, but a Honda VTX, Yamaha Raider S, 

and Victory. The VTX is to bulky, they wouldnõt let me test drive a Raider S, and Victory was more bling than 

substance.  I fell in love with my 2007 HD Dyna Wide Glide the first time I rode it. The plus, unlike all the other 

bikes,  my new Harley would come with people to ride with.  Before, group rides were few and far between, now it is 

not  uncommon to find myself riding with the group several times during any given week.  

 

I pictured an editor as a person who waiting for people to submit articles, so it could be decided what would go into 

the newsletter. I find myself  coming short of kidnapping and shock therapy to get content for the newsletter. So I 

will not only need the help from the officers and road captains, but the whole membership for stories, pictures, and 

feedback in order to make this newsletter you actually want to read.  So feel free to send your pictures, stories, and 

feedback to me via the web site. I am looking forward to making this newsletter for NWA HOG by NWA HOG. 

 

Thanks  for the opportunity an see you on one of our many rides. 

 

John Gunkle 

 

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R 
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Introducing Myself 

I wanted to take a moment and introduce myself to the chapter with my first article in the 

newsletter. My name is Dan Howell and I have been a member of this chapter for 17 

months now. Some of you know my wife, Kim, who does the games at the chapter 

meetings. This is the third chapter that Kim and I have been members of. We both have 

served as officers in the other chapters, so we do like to be involved in this great 

organization. I was asked to serve as Treasurer for our chapter, as I have held this 

position before in another chapter.  

 

Kim and I moved to Northwest Arkansas in February of 2009. We started a business 

selling Hot Tubs and pool tables. We knew the area was beautiful, but we found some 

other unexpected surprises. The people in this area are wonderful. People are very polite, 

easy to talk to, and we have become friends with many of you in the chapter. The other thing we found was the 

riding. WOW!  

 

Starting a new business can be hard on the finances, so we had considered selling our Harley when we first came 

down. After seeing some of the area and traveling the roads, we soon learned there was no way we weren't going to 

live in this area and not have a Harley. You truly do have some of the best riding here in your own backyard. 

    

Keep the rubber side down, 

Dan 

 

5ŀƴ IƻǿŜƭƭ 
Treasurer 

Northwest Arkansas 

Harley Owners Group # 2075 



 

 

Ahhhhhh August!   

The HEAT of the riding season is upon us and at this point weõre all out doing all of the 

riding we can and trying not to fry in the process.  Sturgis is right around the corner and 

Pig Trail Harley-Davidson is about to celebrate itõs 4th Anniversary with a huge 

party.  Hard to believe itõs been 4 years already.   

I know many of you can still recall signing the iron before the walls were even up 

here.  We appreciate each and every one of our HOG Members and what you mean to 

the success of our dealership.  Without you, we would not be a Silver Bar and Shield 

Winner for Harley-Davidson at such a tender young age.  With your help weõve 

accomplished a lot, but we have a long way to go. We wonõt be happy until weõre the #1 

Harley-Davidson Dealership in the US.  

I hope youõve had a good summer so far. There have been lots of events and activities with HOG and here at the 

store.  The best is yet to come with our Birthday Party and Bikes, Blues and BBQ.  So keep ridinõ safe, havinõ fun 

and stoppinõ by to say hey from time to time. 

 

Mark Shaffer 

General Manager 

Pig Trail Harley-Davidson / Buell 

2409 Hudson Road 

Rogers, AR  72756  

Office:  479-878-4915 

Cell:  479-531-5690 

Fax:  479-636-9898 

mark.shaffer@pigtrailhd.com 

www.pigtrailhd.com 

 

D E A L E R S H I P  L I A S O N 
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Hello Chapter Members!!     

After a long and cold winter the riding season is finally here. The bike has been sitting all winter in the garage, 

dusty, in need of some TLC in preparation for the ride.   Some of us are now just getting our bikes out of the garage, 

getting them cleaned up and ready to roll.  

The bike is ready!!  Are YOU?  

The bike is not the only part of the riding experience that needs to be ready so do you!! 

You also have been sitting all winter hopefully not to dusty   but I can assure you that you are not at the same skill 

level you were when you parked the bike for the winter. What I mean by that is you're riding skills, mind set, and 

your overall comfort level with riding. It won't take long for you to become "all as one" with the bike again as you 

were at the end of last season. The more riding and practicing your skills you do the more comfortable you will feel.  

There is another part of the riding experience that needs some attention that most of us 

don't even think about, that is the,  MOTORIST, They are not used to seeing Motorcycles 

everywhere again. They also need to get used to us on the road again and hopefully they 

will  think about looking twice before turning, changing lanes, backing out on to a busy 

street. Etc...  (Good Luck with this)  

 There have been numerous Motorcycle accidents with injuries and at least 12 

Motorcycle related deaths in the past few weeks state wide Half of those  have been in 

our back yard, North West Arkansas and some of those 6 , we knew personally and rode 

with. This is an alarming statistic that we as riders  and I as your Safety Officer should be 

very concerned about.  

I have addressed this issue with our Road Captains and Chapter Officers and we as your safety team are taking 

steps to help prevent any mishaps within our chapter rides. Also we are asking each member to take some time 

and re-familiarize yourself with your bike. Practice your riding skills such as, braking, cornering, weaving, etc...  

Most of which can be done in a parking lot. Bottom line Guys & Gals a little preparation goes a long way which can 

mean the difference in a great day of riding or a really bad day.  

So with that said,  we have some great rides, training rides, and activities planned this season so I'm looking  

forward to seeing everyone on the road riding and smiling !!!!  

 

Steve   

{ǘŜǾŜ aŎDǊŜƎƻǊ 
Safety Officer 

Northwest Arkansas  

Harley Owners Group # 2075 



 

 

L A D I E S  O F  H A R L E Y 

Page 6 N O R T H W E S T  A R K A N S A S                  

                   C H A P T E R  O F  H . O . G   

Although as Ladies of Harley we understand looking 

good while we ride is very important.  We also need 

to remember there is a great need to be safe and 

wear the right gear. 

Harley-Davidson Shoes and Boots can be the least 

considered piece of protective equipment that a new or experienced motorcycle rider 

wears. Usually, motorcycle riding boots are an afterthought. Some riders may even 

choose to wear sneakers! You will need to face the fact that any old shoe will not protect 

your feet like a motorcycle boot is designed too.   Most shoes will not have the thin toe 

that you need to get under the shifter, and steel-toed boots will likely be too thick to get under the shifter. Proper 

motorcycle boots are made to hold up to the stresses you put your feet through when riding a motorcycle, such as 

sudden stops, leaning and taking corners low enough where you may scrape your peg and boot. 

 

Finding the right pair of boots to ride a motorcycle is very important for your comfort, as well as for your safety. As 

it has been said many times before - dress for the crash, not for the ride. A good pair of motorcycle boots should 

protect you AND be comfortable. 

Here are some things to look for when shopping for a new pair of motorcycle boots: 

 

Tip 1: 

You should first decide on the type of motorcycle boot you want, or need; 

¶ There are standard motorcycle boots which cover the ankle and are usually reinforced. These will provide 

protection from exhaust heat and you can wear these off the bike when not riding. 

¶ Then there are racing boots made specifically for racing. These can be difficult to walk in as they are heavily 

armored over the impact areas. 

¶ Short boots are another choice. Because they are short, they provide less protection from exhaust heat but 

can be comfortable to wear when not riding. 

¶ If you are inclined to choose motorcycle shoes, be advised that they can be reinforced, but will likely provide 

little protection. They may be comfortable, but not necessarily the best motorcycle riding boots out there. 

 

 

The most important thing to remember here is that you can choose a boot that fits your style, but more 

importantly, you should choose a boot that fits your foot properly. Just like when you purchase any other shoe, 

make sure it's not too tight or your foot is not sliding around inside the boot when you're walking.  

 

Tip 2: 

Donna Reese 

LOH Director 
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L A D I E S  O F  H A R L E Y  ( C ON T ) 

will be more comfortable for your feet, and make the boots last longer. 

 

Tip 3: 

Ensure that the heal and sole are top quality and are properly reinforced. A good heal will give you stability and grip 

in all types of weather which is a major consideration when coming to a stop in the rain, or on oil. The impact areas 

should be armored, and good quality motorcycle riding boots have Kevlar inserts around the ankle, heal and calf. 

The importance of proper protection cannot be stressed enough! 

 

Tip 4: 

Motorcycle boots should be made of leather. For extra breathability some motorcycle boots have ventilation areas 

made of Gortex which will insulate you from the heat generated from your bike and protect your feet in the rain. 

Also consider that your motorcycle riding boots are well ventilated for the summer months. You should undoubtedly 

also choose motorcycle boots that are water resistant. It is much more enjoyable to ride when you have dry and 

well protected feet in a great pair of motorcycle riding boots. 

 

Tip 5: 

You should also look for extra features when purchasing your Harley-Davidson Shoes or Boots such as; removable 

and replaceable pads for your shift foot, reflective safety strips, the ability for the boot to be adjusted snugly around 

the ankle and leg which will stabilize your foot and ankle. Another item that should definitely be considered is the 

closing mechanism that the boot uses - is it Velcro, zipper, straps or laces? Good quality motorcycle boots have a 

system to keep loose material away from the moving parts on your motorcycle. 

 

When you get a pair of motorcycle boots, don't ride without them! In addition to being comfortable, they are 

necessary in protecting your feet, ankles, and lower legs from trauma that can be caused by the road, driving, flying 

debris, and quick stops. 

 

When you're ready to buy a great pair of motorcycle boots, check out some online merchants. They should list all 

the important information about the motorcycle boots you're interested in, as well as providing for exchanges 

should the boots not fit correctly.  

And as always, Be Safe! 

Donna 
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On July 14, 2010, Vernon Reese, Mark Claassen, and John Gunkle received 
the American Flag from Old Fort HOG Chapter from Fort Smith, AR. Arriving at 
12:45, a short ceremony to transfer the flag, Vernon accepted the flag for 
Northwest Arkansas Chapter. That night, Chapter # 2075 celebrated 
receiving the flag for military service members past and present. The next 
day, close to 50 bikes would escort the flag from Pig Trail Harley Davidson to 
Cycle Connections  in Joplin, MO, where the Joplin HOG Chapter would receive 
the flag.  

 

Close to 50 bikes from the Northwest Arkansas Chapter to escort the flag to 
Joplin. A spectacular sight to behold. Upon arriving, another ceremony to 
transfer the Flag to Joplin HOG Chapter, who then treat the Northwest 
Arkansas Chapter to a wonderful dinner. The ride back saw some of the group 
running into rain storms, but everyone made it home safe and prod to have 
done their part. 

 

Thanks to all those who participated. 

 

 

 

The Nation of Patriots is organizing an effort on a national scale that will act as a massive tribute to, and in honor 
of all of America's Armed Forces - Past, Present, and Fallen.  We're launching this national effort for the members 
of our military to show America's support, our thanks, and our united pride.  It will consist of passing a great 
symbol throughout the country.  It's a symbol that all American's see every day; it's a symbol that unites us all; Its 
foundation truly partisan; It represents our faith, our dreams, our future, our sweat, our blood, our pain, and our 
dedication to freedom; it's the very foundation of this symbol and all it represents that our brave men and women 
in the military have stood and died defending, continue to stand and protect, and will forever fight for.  That symbol 
is the US flag.   On Friday May 28th the Nation of Patriots started an effort to pass the flag of The United States 
through 48 states, 14,000 miles, over the course of 100 days, with the help of over 100 HOG Chapters (Harley 
Owners Group) and thousands upon thousands of Patriotic Americans from coast to coast.  This is the 2010 
Patriot Tour!   
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ROADCAPTAINõS CORNER  

Hello Chapter 2075, 

 

 The weather is cooperating  and the riding season is hitting full stride. We have had some awesome rides 

this past couple months. During the month of May as a chapter we have been to the Kountry Kitchen in OK we 

have seen the Ozarks we have tried too Run for the Border a couple times only to get rained out we have also been 

around Grand Lake and have ridden with several new friends from the River Roads Chapter in Quincy, IL. For the 

month of June we have Rode the Wings and traveled to Lake Ft. Smith for a picnic weõve been to Sam and Ellaõsõ in 

Talequah and then we had a day some call Million Mile Monday.  As you can see we have been doing some riding 

and the road captains have been working hard to put these rides together so we can  all enjoy them. Speaking of 

road captains we have had 2 new additions to our road captain family in June they are 

John Gunkle and Janet Ptacek. They have successfully completed all necessary 

requirements to become a NWA RC. Be sure and tell them congratulations next time you 

see them. 

 Well MILLION MILE MONDAY has come and gone we had a group of 8 bikes and 9 

riders that took the small tour of our grand state with me on that awesome day of riding. 

We as a group logged almost 4,000 miles taking us about 11 hrs. I didnõt achieve my goal 

of 500 miles but I did manage to log in 477 and  enjoyed everyone of them. We did run 

into slow traffic, road construction and the occasional rain shower but all in all it was a 

great day. I also had 5 other riders from our chapter that sent me their miles for the day bringing our chapter total 

to  4,615 miles for the day. WAY TO GO NWA CHAPTER 2075 for doing our part on this world wide day of riding. The 

grand total for HOG was 4,324,240 miles. That is impressive and to bring this into perspective that is like making 

almost 9 round trips from earth to the moon. 

 Now it is July and the temperature is beginning to heat up and so is the riding. We have some great rides 

planned for this month be sure and check the website for all of these rides and get out and enjoy all our chapter 

has to offer.  

 

Till next time 

òIF YOU WANT TO BLEND IN - TAKE THE BUSó 

  

Mark òNACHOó Claassen 

Mark òNachoó Claassen 

Head Road Captain 



 

 

HOT HAPPENINSõ! 
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August at a Glance 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

1 2 3 

Naturals Ball Game 

4 5 6 

Destination Ride 

7 

 

8 

Just Want to Ride 

9 10 

Dinner Ride 

11 

LOH Meeting 

12 13 14 

15 

Cosmic Cavern 

Ride 

16 17 18 

Officerõs Meeting 

19 

Damn Night 

Ride 

20 

Drive-in Ride 

21 

General Meeting 

Ride to Undercliff 

for Lunch 

22 

 

23 24 

 

25 26 

Dinner Ride 

Missouri State 

HOG Rallyñ

Columbia 

27 

Missouri State 

HOG Rallyñ

Columbia 

28 

LOH Baby 

Shower for 

Loving Choices 

Missouri State 

HOG Rallyñ

Columbia 

29 30 31 1 2 3 

 

4 

LOH Destination 

Turner Falls, OK 

 

Make sure you stop by the web site at http://www.nwahog.com and check the calendar for more events and updates! 

http://www.nwahog.com
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A C T I V I T I E S 

We have a great list of activities planned for the month of August and beyond. 

First on Tuesday, August 3, we will be going to the ballgame in Springdale.  If you did not 

get in on the group rate you can still join us for food, fun, and home runs.  Gates open at 6 

pm with game to start at 7 pm.  We will have a ride leaving from Pig Trail HD in order to go 

to the game. 

Our dinner rides are planned for Tuesday, August 10, and Thursday, August 26.  Please 

check the website for the planned destinations. 

Labor Day weekend LOH is planning a trip to Turner Falls Oklahoma.  We will be leaving 

Saturday September 4 and return Monday September 6.  Donna has located a hotel that 

will not block rooms because it is a holiday weekend.   When the rooms are reserved, 

your card will be charged whether you stay or not.  Rates are $55 per night.  Camping at 

the park is first come first served and the cabins there are already 

rented.  Website:  http://davismtviewmotel.com.  Phone number is 580-369-2321.    

Fall Foliage Tour ð This is the 3rd annual fall foliage tour to be held October 22, 23, 24.  

We have found a great place over in Mountain View to stay at the two nights. There is 

great riding to get there and around the area in order to enjoy the fall changing of the 

trees. We have blocked a group of rooms at the Anglers White River Resort in Mountain 

View Arkansas. They currently have 4 king rooms and 8 double rooms being held under 

Thomas Ptacek. You need to call the hotel to reserve your room and secure it with a 

credit card. Any rooms not booked will be released on October 15 if you donõt book and 

have the room held under your name. Rooms are $65 plus tax per night. Please be sure 

to let us know if you are planning to attend and have secured your room. Phone number 

to call is 800-794-2226. They do have a 72 HOUR cancellation policy. This means you 

have to cancel your room by October 18 if you change your mind 

 Your Activities Teamñ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ WŀƴŜǘ ϧ YƛƳ 

Janet and Thomas Ptacek 

Activities Officer 

Kim Howell 

Activities Officer 



 

 

R I D I N G  A N D  H A V I N G  F UN !  
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Make sure you stop by the web site at http://www.nwahog.com to  see more pictures! 

Million Mile Monday  

June 28, 2010 

Getting wet on 

Million Mile Monday  

June 28, 2010 

Wicker Harley 

Eureka Springs, AR 

One of our 

many dinner rides 

Roaring River  Ride 

Kimston, AR 

http://www.nwahog.com
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¶ A motorcycle cannot fall over without an audience.  

¶ Motorcycles are to yellow bugs as aircraft carriers once were to Kamikaze pilots. 

¶ Nothing is harder to start than a used motorcycle being shown to a prospective buyer.  

¶ Quick fixes are so named for how long they stay fixed.  

¶ The fact that your keys are still in your pants pocket will only become apparent after you have put on your 

gloves.  

¶ The odds of a motorcycle falling over are directly proportional to the size of the audience and of the owner's 

ego. (Newness and expense of the bike are contributing factors.)  

¶ The only part you really need will also be the only part on permanent backorder.  

 

  

A  P I C T U R E  I S  A  T H O U SA N D  W O R D S 

M U R P H Y ' S  L A W S  O F  M O TO R C Y C L I N G 


